Tools for Recovery and
Communicating Risks After
Hurricane Katrina

Disaster Strikes: Aug 29, 2005

» Over 354,000 Gulf Coast homes
destroyed

» Over 200 sewage treatment plants and
140 oil and gas platforms damaged

In Katrina’s Wake...

¢ “This is the mother of all multidisciplinary
problems” — John McLachlan, Tulane/Xavier
Research Scientist*

¢ “The public health community must articulate

Objectives of Today’s Panel

 Describe the collaborative PEHSU
response to Hurricanes Katrina and Rita
(Debra Cherry, MD)

» Experience and feedback from a Gulf

Tyler: The closest PEHSU
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The Hazards




Joint Documents and
Recommendations

¢ NYC, Atlanta, and Tyler PEHSUs
— Clinician recommendations for return of children to
previously flooded and/or hurricane impacted areas

Sample Call: Formaldehyde,
July 2007
A mother called

SWCPEH regarding
her 6 y/o daughter
with a nasal polyp

Sample Call: Sludge, Sep 2005

A mother of three children,

ages 8, 4, and 3 months,
called about moving back
to her home that had

Summary: SWCPEH/PEHSU
Network Hurricane Response

» Prepared guidelines for returning children
to previously flooded areas






