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Expected Results

Problem Statement

« Two high-biomass “energy crops,” Panicum virgatum
(switchgrass) and Miscanthus gigantus (elephant grass), can
reduce soil-lead by accumulating it in their shoots as
effectively as turf grass.

« Lead in the biomass can be sequestered or recycled through
post-harvest treatment techniques.

« The biomass can be sold for coal co-firing or production of
cellulosic ethanol to help offset remediation costs.

Avrea wide lead-soil contamination poses significant health
risks to large populations in the United States. Current methods
to reduce lead-soil exposure are too expensive for large-scale
application.
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